
CAPITOL  REEF  NATIONAL  PARK 
UTAH - 

THE PRESIDENT  SENT A WILDERNESS  RECOMMENDATION  FOR  CAPITOL  REEF 

NATIONAL  PARK  TO  CONGRESS  ON  MAY 23,  1977, AS  PART  OF  HIS  ENVIRONMENTAL 

MESSAGE.  THAT  RECOMMENDATION  CONSISTED  OF 179,815 ACRES  AS  WILDERNESS 

AND 4,050 ACRES  AS  POTENTIAL  WILDERNESS  ADDITIONS.  THE  PROPOSAL IS 

PRESENTLY  UNDER  REVIEW  FOR  REVISION. MANY OF  THE LANDS PREVIOUSLY 

RECOMMENDED  AS  POTENTIAL  WILDERNESS  ADDITIONS  WERE  SUBJECT TO LEASES 

WHICH  HAVE  NOW  EXPIRED.  MOREOVER,  THE  INVALIDATION OF A MINING  CLAIM, 

THE ACQUISITION OF STATE AND PRIVATE LANDS WITHIN  THE PARK, AND THE 

CLOSURE  OF TWO ROADS  HAVE  ALL  RECENTLY  OCCURRED.  RECLASSIFICATION  OF 

THESE  POTENTIAL  WILDERNESS  ADDITIONS  AND  OTHER  CHANGES  BEING  CONSIDERED 

COULD  SUBSTANTIALLY  INCREASE  THE  ACREAGE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  WILDERNESS  DESIGNATION. 

WE RECOMMEND,  THEREFORE,  THAT  ACTION  ON  CAPITOL  REEF  BE  DEFERRED. 



wilderness  recommendation 
novernber 1974 

CAPITOL REEF 

NATIONAL  PARK / UTAH 



R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  

IT IS RECOMMENDED  THAT  WILDERNESS  OF 179,815 ACRES 
WITHIN  CAPITOL REEF NATIONAL  PARK,  UTAH, AS SHOWN I N  
EXHIBIT A, BE DESIGNATED  BY  AN  ACT OF CONGRESS. 

THIS  RECOMMENDATION IS 3ASED UPON CAREFUL  STUDIES 
OF  THE  ROADLESS  AREAS,  THE  VIEWS  PRESENTED AT  THE 
PUBLIC   HEARINGS,   AND  THE  WRITTEN RESPON.SES 
CONCERNING  THE  PRELIMINARY  WILDERNESS PROPOSAL 
DESCRIBED  IN  THE  APPENDED  HEARING  OFFICER'S REPORT. 
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2. Jncrease  wilderness  acreage from 1,079,815 t o  1,081,295. 
Dearcase potential  wiiderness  additions f r m  4,F50 t o  2,638 

o f  s ta te  and private land and closure o f  two reads). 
(expired  leases,  invajidation o f  a mining clain,  acquisition 

Arches liational Park -__--- 
1. Delete  special rcmagement lznquaqe dealing w i t h  E l  Paso 
plpeline (Section 4) i n  draf t   b i l l ;  or alternatively  delete 
the pipeline  quartcr  itself  fron the wilderness, thus elim- 
lnating any need for  section 4. . 

2. Increase  wilderness  acreage frcrn 54,450 t c  51,825. Dccrea.se 
potent,ial wilderness a d d i t i o n  f r m  9,050 t o  1,G47 (expired mineral 
leases). 

further believe  they . . ~ v e   a l l  been discussed  within t h e  Park Service 
I don't  believe any of these  suggestions are terribly new, and I 

and elsewhere. I t h i n k  there is general agreement on the need for 
their inclusion. 

A similar re1110 suggesting changes f o r  the  other park wilderness 

follow shortly. 
proposals addressed by the President's Environmsntal I-icssdge will 
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