CAPITOL REEF NATIONAL PARK
UTAH

THE PRESIDENT SENT A WILDERNESS RECOMMENDATION FOR CAPITOL REEF
NATIONAL PARK TO CONGRESS ON MAY 23, 1977, AS PART OF HIS ENVIRONMENTAL
MESSAGE. THAT RECOMMENDATION CONSISTED OF 179,815 ACRES AS WILDERNESS
AND 4,050 ACRES AS POTENTIAL WILDERNESS ADDITICNS. THE PROPOSAL IS
PRESENTLY UNDER REVIEW FOR REVISION. MANY OF THE LANDS PREVIOUSLY
RECOMMENDED AS POTENTIAL WILDERNESS ADDITIONS WERE SUBJECT TO LEASES
WHICH HAVE NOW EXPIRED. MOREOVER, THE INVALIDATION OF A MINING CLATM,
THE ACQUISITION OF STATE AND PRIVATE LANDS WITHIN THE PARK, AND THE
CLOSURE OF TWO ROADS HAVE ALL RECENTLY OCCURRED. RECLASSIFICATION OF
THESE POTENTTAL WILDERNESS ADDITIONS AND OTHER CHANGES BEING CONSIDERED
COULD SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASE THE ACREAGE FOR IMMEDIATE WILDERNESS DESIGNATION.

WE RECOMMEND, THEREFORE, THAT ACTION ON CAPITOL REEF BE DEFERRED.



wilderness recommendation

november 1974

CAPITOL REEF

NATIONAL PARK / UTAH



RECOMMENDATION

[T IS RECOMMENDED THAT WILDERNESS OF 179,815 ACRES
WITHIN CAPITOL REEF NATIONAL PARK, UTAH, AS SHOWN IN
EXHIBIT A, BE DESIGNATED BY AN ACT OF CONGRESS.

' THIS RECOMMENDATION IS BASED UPON CAREFUL STUDIES
OF THE ROADLESS AREAS, THE VIEWS PRESENTED AT THE
PUBLIC HEARINGS, AND THE WRITTEN RESPONSES
CONCERNING THE PRELIMINARY WILDERNESS PROPOSAL
DESCRIBED IN THE APPENDED HEARING OFFICER'S REPORT.
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2 United States Departent of the Interior
g OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
il WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240
July 7, 1977
Hemorandum
To: Assistant Secretary foyr Fish and Wildlife and Parks
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Hildlife and Parks .
Director, National Park Service
From: Juanita Alvarez

Subject: Wilderiness Propesals for Canyonlands, Arches and Capital
Reef Hational Parks

As previously premised, I am herewith transmitting recomasnded
changas in the wilderness proposals Tor Canyonlands, Capital Reof
and fArches dational Paris in Utah., 1t wouird be ideal T these
changes could be made pricr to the time of cur testiwmony.

Canvonlands Raticnal Park

1. Include proposed road quarter (west of Big Spring Canyon) in
wilderness. (The foad was construcied as far as Big Spring Canyon.)

2. Change Colorads River in Cataract Canvon frem potential wildorness
addition to instant wilderness, toliowing the madel approved in ihe
Grand Canyon proposal. T

3. Drop special management language from the draft bitl.

4. Increase vilderness acreage from 2,000,150 to 2,083,473; decrease
potential wildorness addition fren 18,270 to 1,879, {These changes
should be madz because ¢f expirad grazing and oil and gas leases,

and acquisition of state lands.)

Capital Reef National Park

1. Add about 27,000 acrers in the Catheral Valley, Hartnet, and
South Voliey areas {northeast porticn of the pari) to the wildernsss.
This area was cnitted, as I understand it, because tihe flasier Plan
for the park is ast complete. One or two exit roads may be r2eded,
but planning nzs now been going on for five years, and we ougnt tu
ba ablie to make some decision at this junctura.
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2. Increase wilderness acreage from 1,079,815 to 1,081,295,
Dearcase potential wiiderness additions from 4,050 to 2,538
(expired leases, invalidation ef a nining claim, acquisition
of state and private land and closure of two reads).

Arches Kational Park

1. Delete special imanagement language dealing with E1 Paso
pipeline (Section 4) in draft bill; or alternatively delete
the pipeline quarter itself from the wilderness, thus elim-
{nating any need for section 4.

2. Increase wilderness acreage from 54,450 to 61,825. Decrease
?otent;al wilderness addition from 9,050 to 7,647 {expired mineral
easas).

I don't believe any of these sucuestions are terribly new, and I
further believe they mve all been discussed within the Park Service
and elsewhere. 1 think there is general agreesent on the need for
their inclusion.

A similar memo suggesting changes for the other park wilderness
pronosals addressed by the President's Environmental liessage will
follow shortly.

Juanita Alvarez

- Copy: FH Subject
FW Reading .
[ Alvarez Chron
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