
PREPAFATION OF WILDERE:ESS M A P S  AND BOUNDARY DESCRIPTIONS 
NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

Acts   of   Congress   designat ing  wilderness   general ly   s ta te  that, " ... As 
scon as p r a c t i c a b l e   a f t e r   t h i s  Act t a k e s   e f f e c t ,  maps of the   wi lderness  
areas snd   descr ip t ion  of the.ir  boundaries shal.1 b e   f i l e d   w i t h   t h e  Commit- 
tee on I n t e r i o r  and I n s u l a r   A f f a i r s  of t h e  House of   Representat ives  and 
t h e  Committee  of  Energy  and Natural  Resources of the   Uni ted   S ta tes  Sen- 
a t e ,  and  such maps and desc r i - t i ons  shall have  the same f o r c e  and 
e f f e c t   a s   i f   i n c l u d e d   i n   t h i s ' A c t :   P r o v i d e d ,   t h a t   c o r r e c t i o n  of c l e r i -  
cal  and typographica l   e r rors  in such maps and d e s c r i p t i o n s  may be  made...." 

The boundary desc r ip t ion  and map w i l l  comprise   the  off ic ia l   documentat ion 
of the boundary loca t ion  as passed by t h e  Congress  and  enacted in to   l aw 
f o r   e a c h   u n i t  of the  Nat ional   Wilderness   Preservat ion System.  The writ- 
t e n   d e s c r i p t i o n  w i l l  be a running  boundary  description  following  features 
i d e n t i f i a b l e  on t h e  accompanying map and on the   ground,   insofar  as t h i s  

descr ibed by metec and  bounds. The boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  w i l l  have a 
is poss ib le .  Where such   f ea tu re s  are no t   ava i l ab le ,   t he  boundary may be  

common poin t  of beginning  and  ending. The wilderness  boundary w i l l  be  
shown on a map based  upon U.S. Geological  Survey (USGS) topographic 
quadrangles  and  General Land Of f i ce  (GLO) surveys whenever these are 
ava i l ab le .  When such  surveys are n o t   a v a i l a b l e ,   o t h e r   s u i t a b l e  maps may 
be  used. 

I. Wildernees  boundary  methods 

Wilderness  boundaries  should  be  defined by us ing   one   o r  more  of t h e  
following  methods  which are l i s t ed   i n   descend ing   o rde r   o f   des i r ab i l -  
i t y :  

A. Natural f e a t u r e s  which are l o c a t a b l e  on t h e  map and on the 
ground.  Examples a re :  

1. Streams 
2. Well-defined  ridges 
3.  Mountain  peaks 
4. Shore l ines  of l a k e s  

B. Semi-permanent man-made f e a t u r e s  which are l o c a t a b l e  on the 
map and on the  ground.  Examples are: 

1. Of f se t s  from  road  centerlines 

3 .  T r a i l s  
2 .  Offse t s  from u t i l i t y   l i n e  centerlines 

C. Previously  surveyed o r  lega l ly   de te rmined  lines. Examples 
are: 



1. Township  and s e c t i o n   l i n e s  
2 .  Sect ion   subdiv is ion   l ines  
3.  Metes  and  bounds p r o p e r t y   l i n e s  
4 .  National   Park System uni t   boundaries  

D. Po in t   t o   po in t  -- A s t r a i g h t   l i n e  f rom  one  locatable   point   to  
another .  

E. A s e r i e s  of bear ings and d i s t ances  between loca tab le   po in t s  
(metes  and  bounds). 

F. Countour l i n e s  

G. P a r a l l e l s  of la t i tude ,   mer id ians   o r   p lane   coord ina te  systems 

11. Comments on   spec i f i c   app l i ca t ions  

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

P a r a l l e l   l i n e s  o r  se tback   l ines :  

Boundaries may be  drawn p a r a l l e l   t o  linear fea tu res   such   a s  
r o a d s ,   t r a i l s  and streams. The s t a r t i n g  and ending  points of 
s e tback   pa ra l l e l   l i nes   shou ld   be   l oca t ab le  on t h e  map and on 
the  ground. Example: 'I... a long   the  t h r e a d  of K l i c k i t a t  
Creek  to a p o i n t   a t  4500 f e e t   e l e v a t i o n  which is  300 f e e t  west 
of Mather  Parkway,  thence along a line p a r a l l e l   t o  and 300 
f e e t  west of a t h e r  Parkway ....'I 

Water  boundaries: 

The th read   ( cen te r l ine )  of a s t r e a m   o r   r i v e r ,   t h e  bank o r  
s h o r e l i n e  of a  body of wa te r ,   a s  well a s   s e t b a c k s  from these  
l i n e s ,  may be  used. 

Metes and  bounds: 

d i f f i c u l t   o r   i m p o s s i b l e   t o   l o c a t e  by more d e f i n i t e  means. 
This  method  should  be  limited  to  boundary  segments  which  are 

Each  end of such a l i n e  should  be  a   readi ly   locatable   point .  

Countour  lines: 

When countour lines a re   u sed ,   t he  end points  should  be  readily 
loca t ab le .  An example would be  the  point  where a spec i f i c  
con tour   l i ne   c ros ses   t he   t h read   o f  a stream. 

Pro jec t ed   l and l ines :  



Projected  landl ines   such as projected  sect ion  l ines   should  be 
avoided  s ince  such  project ions may be  inaccurate .  

111. Wilderness   boundaries   proposed  pr ior   to   legis la t ive  act ion:  

Experience has shown that t h e   d e s c r i p t i o n  and  on-the-ground ident -  
i f i c a t i o n  of wilderness  boundaries i s  g r e a t l y  enhanced i f  t h e  
proposed   boundar ies   re fe r red   to   dur ing   the   l eg is la t ive   p rocess  are 

boundary maps on a topographic base  are not  contained i n  the r e p o r t  . 
shown on topographic maps i n  a reasonably  precise  way. While such 

sent   to   the  Congress ,   copies   of  th i s  type  of map should  be avail- 
ab le   i n   t he   pa rk ,   Reg iona l   Of f i ce ,  Denver Service  Center,  and in  
the Washington  Office.  Without  such maps, t he   p rec i se   l oca t ion   o f  
the proposed  wilderness  boundary  cannot  be  adequately  explained 
d u r i n g   t h e   l e g i s l a t i v e   p r o c e s s .  The a v a i l a b i l i t y  of such maps a l s o  
f a c i l i t a t e s   d i s c u s s i o n  of boundary  adjustments  which may be  advoca- 

proposed  boundary  be shown with  black penc i l  lines and that nota- 
t e d   d u r i n g   t h e   l e g i s l a t i v e  process.  It is sugges ted   tha t  the 

t i o n s   b e  added t o   e x p l a i n   t h e   i n t e n t   o f  boundary locat ions.   For  
example, a no te  would expla in  that a boundary is p a r a l l e l   t o  and 
200 f e e t  west of a certain road, or fol lows a 200 foot   o f fse t   f rom 
a ridge,  canyon rim or shore l ine .  


