Reference Manual 41
NPS Reference Manual 41 - Wilderness Stewardship
The Wilderness Act established the National Wilderness Preservation System and identified the National Park Service (NPS) as one of the four federal agencies responsible for the protection and preservation of the nation’s wilderness resource. The language within the Wilderness Act clearly shows Congress intended wilderness areas within units of the National Park System receive special attention in addition to that resulting from other laws and policies affecting national park resources. Wilderness areas are to be given supplemental and permanent protection beyond that normally afforded other backcountry resources. This requires park managers and staff to know and understand the laws, policies, and procedures that apply to wilderness in addition to those that apply to national park areas in general.
The primary purpose of this Reference Manual is to provide superintendents and park staff with the essential information on the laws, policies, and procedures applicable to wilderness stewardship in the National Park System. 
To obtain the most current edition of NPS Reference Manual 41 - Wilderness Stewardship, visit the National Park Service Office of Policy website. The Wilderness Stewardship Reference Manual is located on the Internet at www.nps.gov/policy/DOrders/RM41.doc. 
