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Memorandum
To:              Director, National Park Service
Through:     Regional Director, [insert region]
From:          Superintendent, [insert park]
Subject:      Wilderness Eligibility Assessment for [insert park]
This Wilderness Eligibility Assessment has been reviewed in accordance with National Park Service (NPS) Management Policies (2006) section 6.2.1 [and is addressed in the updating of the General Management Plan (GMP)].	Comment by Erin Drake: if appropriate
Overview of [insert park] and its values
insert 2-3 paragraphs about:
· geographic location 
· date the park was established (including legal citation) 
· reasons for establishment
· park acreage
· natural and cultural resources
· visitation statistics + seasonal closures (if applicable)
Summary of the Wilderness Eligibility Assessment Process
This eligibility assessment was completed because the park XX	Comment by Erin Drake: insert brief explanation here (2 sentences) – may include explanation related to land additions, reassessment previously determined ineligible lands, etc.

[insert park] staff conducted field assessments on [insert date]. The following eligibility discussion is based on that field work and the contextual knowledge of key staff, including the Superintendent and Resource Manager. Staff took into consideration current park boundaries, ownership, established recreational uses and visitation trends, current development, and cultural and natural conditions. This information was used to address the Primary Eligibility Criteria listed in Section 6.2.1.1 of Management Policies. 
[Portions of the park were eliminated from consideration due to XX because the areas assessed lack wilderness characteristics, or contain non-conforming rights of uses that cause the land to be ineligible now. This land may be eligible in the future should conditions change that make such rights or uses conforming, or cause the area to possess wilderness characteristics.].[The remaining tracts of land with the least amount of development (Figure 1) have been examined closely for their eligibility and inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System.]	Comment by Erin Drake: include detail if applicable	Comment by Erin Drake: include if applicable
*Figure 1 should be the map of eligible lands 
Figure 1: Map of eligible and ineligible wilderness lands in [insert park].
[Insert map here]
[Unit 1] – approximately XX acres
insert 2 general paragraphs about:
· general location of the area (i.e. located at north end of the park and stretches from the northwest corner (and northern boundary) to the south of the East Ridge)
· differentiate between zones if the area was split based on eligibility criteria
· general attributes of the area (i.e. remote; scenic; popular hiking area)

1. Where the Earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man. Where man himself is a visitor who does not remain.	Comment by Erin Drake: For each of the six criterion, address why the evaluated area does or does not uphold wilderness characteristics.

Use simple language, referencing specific locations/uses that explain tangible reasons for upholding or impairing character.

*1 paragraph per criterion




2. Undeveloped federal land retaining its primeval character and influence, without permanent improvements or human habitation.


3. Which generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the imprints of man’s work substantially unnoticeable.


4. Which is protected and managed so as to preserve its natural conditions.



5. Which has outstanding opportunities for solitude or primitive unconfined type of recreation.



6. Which contains significant ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational, scenic or historical value (supplemental, not required).

[Unit 2] – approximately XX acres	Comment by Erin Drake: Include additional units and their wilderness criteria explanations if applicable.

Summary of Public Involvement
[Public involvement with respect to wilderness was addressed during [insert date] as part of the GMP process.]	Comment by Erin Drake: if appropriate or include other aspects of applicable involvement. Cite specific number of comments and general theme of comments if associated with GMP/Wilderness Study EIS public comment period.

Conclusion
Of the [XX] acres assessed, [XX] acres of [insert park name] meet the eligibility criteria and requirements necessary to qualify for Congressional designation in the National Wilderness Preservation System. The remaining [xx] acres are not recommended for eligibility at this time, because they do not meet eligibility criteria due to [insert brief summary blurb on explanation for ineligibility here]. [It is anticipated that eligibility would be possible in portions of these areas after [XX] are completed.] 	Comment by Erin Drake: Include details here if applicable
